Elections and good race relations - guidance for local authorities in England and Wales 

  

 

The Commission has produced this briefing in response to requests from local councils, schools, and community organisations for advice on how to maintain and promote good race relations during an election period. The briefing explains the relevant law and suggests some practical steps that councils and community groups might take in three areas:

· challenging false or misleading information 

· use of council premises for meetings and 

· tackling campaigns of racist harassment and abuse.

Many councils and community groups already have measures in place and will be working through crime and disorder partnerships or local strategic partnerships. The Commission’s main recommendations are that councils and community groups should:

· plan their strategies in advance 

· think broadly about the laws available to them, and coordinate
use of different laws – civil, criminal, human rights and
constitutional and 

· collect data and information, which may be used either to rebut misleading claims or as part of the evidence in support of civil or criminal proceedings.

The information in this briefing is not an authoritative statement of the law and should be regarded only as advice on good practice. Councils are strongly urged to seek legal advice if they find themselves in a difficult situation, or if problems arise.

Download the full guidance document:




Elections and good race relations (PDF 175kb)
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