The Commission’s work on UNCRPD - Update August 2011
The United Nations Convention for the Rights of Disabled People (UNCRPD) is an international human rights agreement to protect and promote the human rights of disabled people throughout the world. The UK Government ratified the Convention in June 2009. This means that the UK Government (including the devolved Governments) must take concrete action to comply with the legal rights and obligations contained in the Convention. 
The Equality and Human Rights Commission (Commission) together with the Scottish Human Rights Commission (SHRC), the Northern Ireland Human Rights Commission (NIHR) and the Equality Commission for Northern Ireland (ECNI) are the four designated independent bodies to promote, protect and monitor the implementation of the Convention in the UK. Collectively, the Commissions are the UK Independent Mechanism (UKIM) for the Convention.

Disabled people have campaigned for over 20 years to get their own human rights convention and were instrumental in agreeing its contents. Therefore, a key principle of the Convention is the continued involvement and participation of disabled people and their organisations in promoting, protecting and monitoring the implementation of the Convention.

The Commission is carrying out a range of activities across Britain to fulfill its role as one of the independent mechanisms. This briefing is the first of a series of briefings to communicate our work and to encourage participation and involvement.
Office for Disability Issues (ODI): Public consultation on UK Government Draft Initial Report on UNCRPD

Recently, the ODI ran a public consultation on the UK Government's draft initial report to the UN Disability Committee.  The purpose of the report is to provide the UN Committee with information explaining the progress that has been made in the UK to protect and deliver the rights set out in the Convention.
In response to the consultation, the four UK Commissions, in our role as the UKIM for the Convention, wrote to Maria Millar (MP) the Minister for Disabled People.  In the letter, we expressed our view that the draft UK report could be improved in a number of areas. We are waiting for a formal response from the Minister but have subsequently re-iterated our view of the main areas for improvement with the ODI.
We have been told by the ODI that they received over 70 responses to the public consultation and the responses will be considered by the devolved Governments and the relevant Government departments before the draft report is finalised. The UK Government aims to submit its finalised report to the UN Committee by the end of October.

Further information about the UK Government report to the UN Disability Committee can be found on the ODI website http://odi.dwp.gov.uk/disabled-people-and-legislation/un-convention-on-the-rights-of-disabled-people/have-your-say.php 

UN Disability Committee Reporting Timescales
The UN Disability Committee usually meets twice a year (in April and October) and because of the number of countries due to be examined before the UK, it is likely that the UK state examination will now take place in 2013 or 2014. 

The four UK Commissions will produce a ‘parallel report’ for the UN Committee closer to the UK examination date and we will involve and consult disabled people and disabled people's organisations in that process.  In the meantime, however, the Commission will continue to work on a wide range to activities across Britain to promote, protect and monitor the implementation of the Convention.  Some of the activities we have been involved in so far this year include: 

UK Border Agency (Home Office) Review of the Immigration Reservation to the UNCRPD 

The Commission submitted a response to the recent Home Office / UK Borders Agency (UKBA) consultation on the immigration reservation to the Convention.  Our response expands on and sets out the evidence for our position that the Government’s reservation is unnecessary and very likely to be invalid and therefore should be withdrawn.  
The Commission has been in correspondence with and had meetings with the Home Office about the reservation and as result of this have secured a commitment from the Home Office that in addition to the public consultation, it will carry out an equality impact assessment of the reservation before a final decision is taken whether to withdraw or retain it. 

Further information about the Government’s reservation and our consultation response can be found at: http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/legal-and-policy/consultation-responses/response-to-home-office-consultation-review-of-immigration-reservation/
Parliamentary Joint Committee on Human Rights (JCHR) inquiry into article 19 of UNCRPD, the right to independent living

Together with our UKIM partners, the Commission has provided written and oral evidence to the JCHR inquiry into article 19 the right to independent living. Further information can be found:

· Commission written evidence http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/human-rights/international-framework/human-rights-submissions/rights-of-disabled-people/submission-to-the-joint-committee-on-human-rights/  
· Transcript of oral evidence http://www.parliament.uk/documents/joint-committees/human-rights/Independent%20Living/JCHR%20evidence%2014%20June.pdf 

UNCRPD Working Group of the European Group of National Human Rights Institutions (NHRIs)
The Commission is chair of the CRPD Working Group of the European Group of National Human Rights Institutions (NHRI's).  One of the main aims of the working group is to support and encourage international co-operation on promoting, protecting and monitoring the Convention. In this role, the Commission has produced a submission to the European Commission on what article 33 arrangements (to establish monitoring, promotion and protecting arrangements for the Convention) should apply to the European Union now that it has also ratified the Convention. The submission should be available on our website soon.  
Disabled children and young people 
We recently commissioned the Council for Disabled Children (CDC) to conduct a scoping report on the experiences of disabled children and young people in relation to the Convention rights.  
We plan to develop this work further, holding a series of workshops with disabled children and young people as well as parents and representative groups, in the autumn. These sessions will help inform our parallel report and our influencing work with Government departments, local authorities and other public bodies.
Participation in public and political life
The Office for the High Commissioner on Human Rights (OHCHR) is conducting a study on disabled people's access to and participation in public and political life.  The Commission has already published research on this subject and provided two detailed submissions to the Speaker's Conference on Parliamentary Representation. We will be sharing this and other relevant evidence with the OHCHR to inform their study.  Both reports can be found on our website at:
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/research/pathways_to_politics.pdf 
If you would like to make a submission to the OHCHR study, more details are available at:

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Disability/Pages/ParticipationPoliticalAndPublicLife.aspx 
Scotland and Wales

As well as our work as part of UKIM, we are committed to ensuring our work to promote, protect and monitor the Convention covers all of Britain. In Scotland, all Convention work is carried out jointly with the Scottish Human Rights Commission (SHRC). Here are some of the highlights from our recent work in Scotland and Wales. 
Scotland 

· In March 2011 lively discussions as part of a unique event called, ‘Being Part of Scotland’s story under the Disability Convention’ took place in Inverness, Oban and Inverurie and many more people joined in the debate online from their homes and offices. The event was broadcast over the internet. Presentations, questions and discussions from the day, can still be accessed by going to a special website arranged to allow online and remote involvement by disabled people across Scotland. You can access the event-casts at https://www.video3uk.com/uncrpd and by using the username uncrpdguest@video3.co.uk and the password welcome. 
· The report of Being Part of Scotland’s story under the Disability Convention, that sets out what disabled people told us needs to happen to allow disabled people to enjoy their human rights is available on our website http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/scotland/human-rights-in-scotland/the-un-convention-on-the-rights-of-persons-with-disabilities-uncrpd/
· We provided a detailed joint response to the Office for the High Commissioner on Human Rights for their study on disabled people's access to and participation in public and political life. The submission will be available on the Human Rights in Scotland part of our website soon.

· At the moment, we are planning a series of activities that should start in November 2011 and run into 2012 that will involve disabled people and disabled people’s organisations in our work to promote and monitor the implementation of the Convention in Scotland.
· We continue to host the Independent Living in Scotland project (ILiS) which is grant funded by the Scottish Government as part of wider initiative to deliver equality and human rights for disabled people in Scotland by addressing independent living. More information about the wide range of work being carried out by ILiS is available on their website www.ilis.co.uk 
Wales

· In February 201, we held a UNCRPD roundtable event with policy leads from the Welsh Government and disabled people  and their organisations. The specific policy areas covered were housing, workforce, communities and social inclusion.  Implementing the outcomes from the event is on-going and will be monitored by the Commission in Wales over the coming months. The report of the roundtable discussions about what a UNCRPD aware Wales would look like is available on our website
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/wales/projects/uncrpd-roundtable/ 
· The report of our initial UNCRPD conferences in Wales, held in late 2009, (Rights of Way) are also still available upon our website. http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/wales/publications/rights-of-way/  
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