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__________________________________________________________________

BACKGROUND:
This paper sits beneath Priority Area 2 of the Casework and Litigation Strategy :

"Protect and promote human rights"

It sets out the more detailed priorities for Human Rights Litigation through which we will deliver this particular overarching priority contained in the umbrella Casework and Litigation Strategy.

___________________________________________________________________

Human Rights Litigation Priorities

The following priorities align with our existing human rights work including international treaty monitoring shadow reports, legal work and other programmes / projects set out the Business Plan. 
The priorities will be comprehensively re-assessed when the Human Rights Review findings are known at the end of 2011.

· Implementation of human rights judgments: i.e. Issues which have previously been litigated against the UK in the ECHR but which the government has failed to implement

· Human rights issues arising from public spending cuts, including those which have a disproportionate impact on protected groups

· Protecting human rights in the context of public service reforms

· Prisoners’ rights, particularly Muslim prisoners and disabled prisoners

· Asylum seekers and other migrants’ rights

· Rights associated with policing and protest and responses to civil unrest

· Development of the right to dignity under the Charter of Fundamental Rights, and other rights under the Charter which  do not replicate Convention rights

· Surveillance, privacy rights

· Counter-terrorism

· Human trafficking, including of domestic workers, and associated rights

· Children’s rights, and the rights of older people 

· Violence against women and girls, hate crime and other targeted violence

· Protecting the scope of the HRA; non-exhaustive examples include:
· meaning of "public authority"

· effect of s.2 (duty to take Strasbourg decisions into account)

· extent to which legislation can be interpreted compatibily (s.3) or not (s.4)

· extent of jurisdiction (geographically)

· retrospectivity (e.g. of investigative duty where death precedes 2000) etc.

