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Immediate Release 
Developing gender identity (including transgender) questions for monitoring (including surveys)

NatCen (National Centre for Social Research) has been commissioned by the Equalities and Human Rights Commission (EHRC) to develop new questions which capture gender (including transgender) identity. NatCen is currently looking for transgender people to take part in focus groups and interviews to feed into the questionnaire development. 
The results of the project will provide information for those who use questions for gender identity/transgender status monitoring. The information will include concepts, categories and instructions that people don’t understand/do understand, and what can/can’t be captured at this stage. 

Talking about the importance of developing questions in this area, Michelle Gray from NatCen said: 

“It is essential that we involve people who currently, or have previously, identify as Transgender in this research so that we can develop questions which are well understood and capture the different ways in which people self identify. If public bodies are monitoring for transgender status, then it is important that they use questions that have been systematically developed and cognitively tested”
Transgender volunteers are being asked to register their interest in the study via the study webpage, www.gender-identity-study.co.uk or by phoning NatCen’s free phone number: 0808 168 1326.
The research will be written up as a published report in April 2011. 
END

Notes to Editors

1 NatCen is Britain’s largest independent social research organisation which aims to promote a better informed society through high quality social research (www.natcen.ac.uk).
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